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They hachd‘ an idea

Oyster fest supports
African shellfish

program

By Matthew Nadler
MMADLER@CNC.COM

When the revelers start slurping down

the oysters and sampling the cuisine of |

top-rated Boston chefs at this year’s Island
Creek Opyster Festival, most probably
don’t think about where the money raised
for the charitable event goes.

Actually, it goes to making more oys-
ters.

Not in Duxbury Bay, of course, but at a
recently opened hatchery in Zanzibar, an
Island off the coast of East Africa.

All the money raised at the festival,
which takes place Sept. 11, goes to the
Island Creek Foundation's efforts to sup-
port a shellfish hatchery in Zanzibar.

Last year's festival, according to Shore
Gregory, who oversees the foundation for
the company. raised $95,000.

Dr. Hauke Kite-Powell, a research spe-
cialist at the Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institute and a Duxbury resident, has been
working in Zanzibar for 15 years, and the
last five years he's focused on shellfish
farming projects. Kite-Powell said that he
quickly concluded that the best course of
action was to open a hatchery.

Hatcheries, he explained, grow seed
shellfish, which are then sold to farmers
who grow them to maturity. This is the
method [sland Creek Oysters uses in
Duxbury. “There's nothing like this in East
Africa.” Kite-Powell said.

The hatchery opened six months ago in
the community of Stone Town. Kite-
Powell said the hatchery’s first customers
will likely be women working in coastal
communities. Many of them are involved
in seaweed farming, harvesting it for
carageenan, which is used as a thickening
agent in products such as ice cream and
shoe polish. Part of the program is to teach
the women how to integrate the shellfish,
which consists of a native oyster and a
native clam, into their farming,

Island Creek’s involvement was due to
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Hauke Kite-Powell meets with Zanzlbar residents during one of his visits to the island.
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what Gregory called a ‘fomut()ﬂs runnmg
into” with Kite-Powell, The foundation
was looking to get involved in a project
that could benefit people lacking food. At
that same time, Kite-Powell was looking
for “funding and a little bit of knowledge,”
Gregory said.

Last October, Gregory, Island Creek
head Skip Bennett and other Island Creek
staff went to Zanzibar with Kite-Powell to
take a look at the project. Andy Yberg of
Island Creek stayed on for 10 weeks to
help things along, Gregory said.

While the money rised at the festival
goes to the Zanzibar project, Gregory
stressed that Island Creek would continue
to focus much of its charitable efforts
locally. The company puts 10 percent of
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1ts proﬁLs into lhc fomdauon wh:ch sup-

ports a variety of local and regional
groups. “We're really grateful for the sup-
port people have given us,” he said.

Besides Island Creek, the Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institute has received
funding from the McKnight Foundation,
and is working with the University of Dar
Es Salaam in Tanzania on the project.

In the long run, Kite-Powell said, the
hope is that the hatchery will help drive
economic development in the area,
increase food production and, if it’s suc-
cessful, drive the creation of shellfish
hatcheries throughout East Africa.

“Giving is part of the Island Creek cul-
ture,” Gregory noted. “To do it on this
scale is really meaningful.”




